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Thanks to a similarity in research interests | am broadly familiar with M. V. Os'kin's scholarship in
various academic venues. He is a rarity among military historians because he displays expertise in
both operational matters and in matters of support and sustainment. Because contemporary
understanding holds that logistics constitutes as much as nine-tenths of the content of modern
military operations, Os'kin's focus on snabzhenie (a major aspect of logistics) makes a significant
contribution to our knowledge of recent Russian military history.

More notable in Os'kin's recent research is acommitment to view snabzhenie in broader historical
and societal perspective. Indeed, it is this impulse that distinguishes Os'kin's scholarship from the
contributions of other more purely military historians in pursuit of more limited objectives. Os'kin
places the problem of snabzhenie in full context, demonstrating that the military and civilian
dimensions are two aspects of the same essential continuity. Fighting front and supporting rear share
many (if not the majority) of the same producers, suppliers, transporters, and distributors. What
affects one or more element in the chain can easily affect all, with large systemic implications.

In narrower military terms, Os'kin's scholarship on snabzhenie must be applauded for the way that
explains and simplifies the maze of pre-war and wartime organizations responsible for feeding a
multi-million man and multi-million horse army. His focus and his sources are new and broad-ranging,
and they lend depth and further perspective into a neglected but very important part of the larger
military-historical picture. M. V. Os'kin's work surely merits serious scholarly attention.
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Bptoc B. MeHHuHr (Bruce W. Menning) - agblOHKT-NpPo{eccop UCTOPUK, YHUBEPCUTET
KaHsaca un npodeccop no crtpaterun (B oTCTaBKe) KomaHgoBaHua apmuu CLUA u Konnepxa
reHepanbHoOro wraba.

OT3bIB Ha aBTOpedepaTt AuccepraumMm Ha COMCKaHMe YYeHOW CTeneHu [LOKTopa MCTopu-
yecknx Hayk OcbkuMHa Makcuma BukTopoBuuya «[1poAa0BONLCTBEHHbI BOMpPoC B Poccun u
cHabeHune apmum B nepuog MepBoii MUPOBOK BOWMHBLI (MtoNb 1914 - oKTAGpb 1917)», BpsHCK,
2019.

14 nioHAa 2019

Bnarogapsi CX0XeCTW Hay4HbIX WHTEPECOB, A XOPOHIO 3HaKOM ¢ pabotamu M. B. OCbKu-
Ha B Pa3/INYHbIX Hay4YHbIX M3gaHuax. OH BblgenseTcA Cpefu BOEHHbIX UCTOPMKOB, MOTOMY 4TO
paccmaTpuBaeT He TOJIbKO OnepaTuBHbIe BOMPOCHI BOEHHbIX AEACTBUIA, HO U BOMPOCHI Tbi/IOBOM
MNOAAEPXKKM N camoobecneyeHns. ITO BaXHO MOTOMY, YTO COBPeMeHHOE MOHMMaHue npeano-
naraet, 4To NOrUCTUKa COCTABASET LenblX AeBATb AECATbIX COAEPXaHWs COBPEMEHHbIX BOEH-
HbIX onepayuin; ynop OCbKMHa Ha NpobiieMy cHabXeHUA (BaXKHEWLIWUIn acnekT SIOTUCTUKN) BO
MHOIOM CMOCO6CTBYET HalleMy MOHUMAaHWIO HOBEWLLEN POCCUINCKOM BOEHHON UCTOPUN.

B nocnegHux wuccnegosaHuax OCbKMHA MPOC/EXMBAETCA CTPeEMJIeHMe paccMaTpuBath
cHabXeHune B 60Mee WMPOKOM MCTOPUYECKOM KOHTEKCTE WM couManbHOM nepcnekTuse. IMeHHO
3TOT (paKTOp OT/IMYAET ero pesynbTarbl OT BKaja APYruX, YACTO BOEHHbIX MCTOPUKOB, YbW pa-
60Tbl HanpaB/eHbl Ha U3yyeHne 6osee orpaHNYeHHbIX acrnekToB. OCbKUH paccmaTtpusaeT Npo-
6nemy cHabXeHus B 60/s1ee LIMPOKOM KOHTEKCTe, MOKa3biBasi, YTO BOEHHas W rpaxpjaHckas
chepa - 3TO ABa acrekta OLHOr0 W TOro e B3aMMOCBA3aHHOro npouecca. boeBo (POHT u
TbISIOBOE 0b6ecneyeHVe COBMECTHO MCMOJIb3YIOT O4HUX U TeX Xe Npou3BoAuTesNei, NocTaBHLu-
KOB WM TPaCHMOPTHUKOB. TO, 4YTO BAMSAET Ha O4WH WIN HECKO/IbKO 3/1EMEHTOB efAWHOM Lenu,
MOXET JIerko NoB/INATb Ha BCe, C 60/bLIMMKN NOC/MEACTBUAMM A1 LAHHON CUCTEMBI.

B 60nee y3KMX BOEHHbIX TEPMUHAX M3ydyeHUe OCbKUHbIM MPo6eMbl CHabXeHNs LOHKHO
MPMBETCTBOBATHLCA 3@ TO, YTO OHO OOBACHAET M 0bneryaet NOHUMaHuWe NabUPUHTA ThbIIOBbIX U
BOEHHbIX OpraHu3aunii, OTBETCTBEHHbIX 3a NUTaHWEe MHOTOMW/IJIMOHHOMW 4Ye/l0BEYECKOW apMuu
N MHOTOMWNIMOHHOITO KOHCKOro cocTaBa BOWCK. Ero KoHUeHTpauus Ha faHHoOl npobneme u
NCNoNb3yemMble UM UCTOUYHUKMN ABNAKOTCA HOBbIMW W LUMPOKUMU, U NPULAIOT LalbHENLYO0 nep-
CNeKTUBY ManOU3y4YeHHOMW, HO OYeHb BaXXHON 4YacTu 0OLEeil BOEHHO-UCTOPUYECKON KapTUHbI.
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